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Management Team 
Maverick Synfuels is managed by an experienced start-up team and experts in organic chemistry, Synfuels, and chemical 
engineering. 

 

 

Sam Yenne, MBA, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder 
Sam Yenne is the Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder of Maverick Synfuels. He is also 
responsible for overseeing commercialization and implementation of the Maverick Biofuel production 
technology. This includes development of project plans, establishing vendor relationships, and 
overseeing the process optimization efforts. Sam has over 20 years of product discovery and 
development expertise in the life sciences and related industries. Sam earned his MBA from Duke 
University, his Ph.D. from Virginia Tech, and his B.S. and M.S. degrees from the University of Idaho. 

 

  

 

David Bradin, Chief Technology Officer and Co-Founder 
David Bradin is Maverick's Chief Technology Officer and Co-Founder, where he is responsible for 
providing strategic and technical leadership.  David is the inventor of the technology on which 
Maverick Synfuels was founded. David is an organic chemist and a patent lawyer. For the past five 
years, Bradin has been actively engaged in the start-up of biofuel related ventures to commercialize 
his intellectual property. David has been a member of the American Chemical Society since 1989, 
and is a member of the Georgia Bar Association (currently inactive), the North Carolina Bar 
Association, and the American Intellectual Property Law Association. He received his bachelor's 
degree in chemistry from Wittenberg University, and his master's degree in organic chemistry from 
the Ohio State University. 

 

  

 

Jeffrey Harrison Ph.D., Chief Engineering Officer 
Jeffrey Harrison has more than 25 years experience working in the field of alternate energy, energy 
conversion processes and business development.  In his 17 years at Texaco Inc., he held positions 
as a Senior Research Chemist, Group Leader, Technology Manager and VP Upstream Gas 
Development.  In that period, he identified and implemented several new technologies, including 
gasification and Fischer-Tropsch processes, that ultimately contributed significantly to the increased 
profitability of the company’s upstream and downstream businesses.  Since leaving Texaco, Jeffrey 
successfully led two early stage fuel cell technology companies through the technical and business 
transitions fundamental to their growth and maturation. 

 

  

 

Karl von Gunten, Vice President of Marketing and Communications 
Karl von Gunten is the VP of Marketing and Communications at Maverick. With more than 25 years 
of experience in marketing and public relations, Karl brings a deep knowledge of products and trends 
to the communications business. Prior to joining Maverick, Karl was director of business 
development, managing supervisor, at Gibbs & Soell Public Relations and vice president at Brodeur 
Worldwide, where he oversaw the regional office and managed PR efforts for industry leaders such 
as IBM, Nortel, Acterna, and Internet Security Systems. . Karl began his career at IBM where he 
helped launch the IBM PC in the early 1980s. He serves as an adjunct professor for Duke University 
Pratt School of Engineering and holds a B.A. in Physics from Wittenberg University. 
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Bob Reuss, Business and Financial Advisor 
Bob has a long history in business deal making and finance. He was the financial officer for 
International Dairy Queen and Standard Fabrics during successful IPO’s and has assisted in 
structuring and financing numerous acquisitions and startups as a principal, an investor, and an 
intermediary. He served as Senior VP for M&A at Maven Securities in Minneapolis, a NASDAQ 
member firm ; as VP for M&A at Northstar Industries and as President of Lingate Financial Group, a 
Twin Cities based middle market investment banking firm. A resident of Raleigh since 1998, Bob has 
worked with a number of Triangle based firms including North American Video, Endacea, 
SmartOnLine, Ivis, The Bob Barker Company, Domicile Home, Arius Pharmaceuticals (now merged 
with BDSI), Howard Perry and Walston, Kudos Information, Maverick Synfuels and ROGO as CFO 
or financial advisor to the CEO. Bob is active in The National Association of Corporate Directors, The 
Association for Corporate Growth, The Investor Development Committee of CED and is on the Board 
of Advisors of the Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce. Bob is a graduate of Purdue University 
with a Bachelors degree in Electrical Engineering and the Krannert School of Business at Purdue 
with a Master of Science in Industrial Management. He attended the Advanced Management 
Program at Wharton. He was a CPA in Minnesota for many years and served as Chairman of the 
Members in Industry for the Minnesota Society of CPA’s. 
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